
John 14:16 and 17 
(16) And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you 

forever— 

(17) the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  (NIV) 

 

Some people assert that “the Holy Spirit” is a person because the Bible has “he” and 

“him” in these verses in John and in some other places.  This assertion is invalid because 

the gender of the noun and pronoun have nothing to do with whether or not a person or 

thing is actually a person.  See notes on John 1:3.  
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